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A Historical Research on Devotio Moderna Movement
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Abstract

This article is a historical research on Devotio Moderna movement. It was a reformation
movement in Europe, trying to transform the church and society at that time by rediscovering
the true practice of piety such as that of humility, obedience and simple life. It is never
to be underestimated because it has left considerably spiritual heritage and still makes a
tremendous impact. This article, therefore, first investigates how this movement was begun
by Geert Groote at the end of the 14" century in Deventer, the Netherlands. Furthermore,
it deals with the development of this movement by F. Raderwijns, J. Cele and Thomas a
Kempis to see how it has transformed Europe. In conclusion, an attempt is made to identify
what kind of contribution it has made and what are the implications of this reformation to
Korean context.
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